GENERAL INFORMATION
Getting There

Travel to the Philippines is easy using a number of airline services from
Europe, such as Emirates, Cathay Pacific Airways, Gulf Air, Singapore
Airlines, Qatar Airways, KLM Royal Dutch Airflines, Kuwait Airways,
Lufthansa, Thai Airways, Korean Air and Etihad. Manila and Cebu are
the primary international gateways. Special charter flitehts can also
operate using other international airports situated in Laag, Subic,
Clark and Davao.

Philippine Airlines has the biggest domestic air network, but other
carriers also fly to numerous [ocal destinations at regular intervals.

me of these are Cebu Pacific Air, Asian Spirit,” Seair, Laoag
International Airlines and Air Philippines.

Major cruise liners call on the port of Manila
Entry Regulation

Valid passport. Except for stateless persons and those from countries
with which the Philippines has ne diplomatic relations, all visitors may
enter the country without visas and may st.;y for 21 days provided
they have tickets for orward journey. Holders of Hongkong and
Tahwan passports must have spacial permits. Visas and special parmits
may be obtained from Philippine embassies and consulates.

Health Regulations

A certificate of vaccination against yellow fever is required for tra-
vellers coming from infected areas.

Airport Information

Airports and Facilities: Manila's Ninoy Aquino International Airport
(NALA) is 7 kms from city centre while the Manila Domestic Airport is
1 km from the MNAIA. The international airports have adequate
traveller facilities: duty-free and souvenir shops, meet and assist per-
sonnel at the tourist information and assistance counters, hotel and
travel agency representatives, car rental services, banks and auto-
mated feller machines, postal service, national and international
direct dial telephone booths, medical clinics and baggage deposit
areas.

Customs

Wisitors are adyised to fill in the Baggage Declaration Form before dis-
embarking to facilitate Customs examination. The followin% are
allowed duty-free: reasonable quantities of clothes, jewelry and toi-
letries; 400 sticks of cigarettes or twio tins of tobacco; two bottles of
wine or spirits of not more than one litre each.

Porterage

Baggage carts are available free of char%e. Porter services are also
free. Tipping is optional though traditional.

Airport Transfers

Visitors are advised to avail of accredited fixed rate or metered taxis
at the NAIA's Arrival Area. At the Manila Domestic Airgorn accre-
dited transfer services are available on pre-paid coupon basis. Other
airports are served by meteraed tawis. All aiports have counters for
hotel transport and car rental service.

Dining Out

Filipino food is an exotic, tasteful fusion of Oriental, European and
American culinary influences with a wide variety of fresh seafood and
delectable fruits. First-class restaurants offer gourmet specialties as
well as Filipino cuisine.

Entertainment and Culture

Metro Manila is the centre of entertainment and cultural activities.
The premier venue for the performing arts, the Cultural Centre of the
Philippines, features excellent performances by local and intemation-
al guest artists. Museums located in Manila and in some parts of the
country offer a glimpsa of Philippine history and culture. Art galleries
exhibit the works of the country's leading and promising visual artists.

Metro Manila's nightlife is one of the most vibrant in Asia, reflective
of the Filipines’ inherent musical talent. The hubs of nightlife activities
at the Remedios Circle in Malate, Ayala Centre and Fort Bonifacio
Global City in Makati, Timog and Tomas Morato Avenues in Quezon
City, Ortigas Center in Mandaluyong and Pasig Cities, and Eastwood
in Libis, Quezon City, Clubs, music lounges, pubs and sing-slong bars
feature Filipino bands and singers known for their exceptional musi-
cal talent. Deluxe hotels offer a variety of live musical entertainment.
Concerts and stage plays form part of the country's entertainment
scene.

For visitors who want to try their luck at the gaming tables there are
casinos in Metro Manila and in the cities of Angeles, Clongape,
Tagaytay, Cebu, Davao, Bacolod and Laoag.

Airport Fees

PS50 for international departure and P100 for local departure (paid in
Fhilippine peso anly). De{)arting passengers for international destina-
tions are advised to check with airpert o tourist information counters
(tel. 524-1703; 832-2964) for prevailing departure fees that may
change without notice.

Duty Free Shopping

Duty-Free Philippines near the NAIA is the country's largest duty-free
outdet farrying quality imported iterns and select Philippine export
products.

What to Wear

Li‘?hL casual clothes are recommended. Warmer garments are need-
ed for mountain regions. When visiting churches and temples, pro-
priety dictates that shorts and scanty clothes are avoided. Formal
occasions require dinner jackets and ties {or the Philippine barong
tagalog) for men and cocktail dresses or long gowns for women.

Currency

Unit of currency: PhiIi%pine Peso (PhP) 1= 100 centavos, Bank notes:
P10, P20, P50, P100, PS00, P1000. Coins 5¢, 10¢, 20¢, P1, PS5, P10

Tipping

Tipping is expected for many services. The standard is 10% of the
total bill. Tipping is optional on bills that already include a 10% serv-
ice charge.

Local Transport

By air, Philippine Airlines (tel. 855-9993), Air Philippines itel. 855-
9000), Cebu Pacific (tel. 636-4938) provide daily services to major
cities and towns. Asian Spirit (851-8888), Lacag Intemational Airlines
(tel. 551-9728) and Seair (tel. 891-8708) sevice the missionary
routes. There are also scheduled chartered flights to major domestic
destinations serviced by smaller commuter planes.

By sea, inter-island ships connect Manila and Cebu to major ports.
Ferry services connect 1?19 smaller islands. For the more adventurous,
travalling from island to island may be done through negotiations for
nen-commercial outrigger fisher boats.

land, regular bus services connect Manila to all major regions of
the country. Metered and fixed rate taxis are widely available in key
cities nationwide. Jeepneys and buses are inexpensive ways to get
around most places. In Metro Manila, the fastest way of commutin
is via the Light Railway Transit (the LRT presently operates 2 lines) an
the Metro Rail Transport (MRT — 1 line).

Language

Filipino is the national language. English is the business language and
widely spoken.

Accommodations

In Metro Manila and in key cities and towns throughout the country,
a wide selection of deluxe, first class, standard, economy and pensicn
type accommodations are available. In island destinations, a variety
rebslorts ranging from deluxe to special interest category are also avail-
able.

Shopping

Visitors can choose from an exciting selection of great buys in a coun-
try known for export-quality items at reasonable prices: South Sea
pearls, hand-waoven cloths, embroidered fineries, fashionable read?:-
to-wear and haute clothes, terracotta, and porcelain, coral and moth-
er-of-pearl home accessories. Artcrafts, pineapple fiber shirts, pre-his-
toric jars, native handicrafts, and footwear are interesting items, too.
The Phill;!pine also produces fine fumiture, basketry, fresh and
processed fruits, exquisitely crafted jewelry and gift items made of
shell, wood and stone.

Big Malls are located in major cities of Matro Manila, while handi-
crafts, antique and curio shops abound at the Ermita District in Manila
and in other nearby towns.

Business and Banking

Private and govemment offices are open either from & am to 5 pm or
from 9 amto 6 gm. Some private companies hold office on Saturdays
fram 2 am to 12 noon. Most shopping malls, department stores and
supemarkets are open from 10 am to 8 pm. There are 24-hour con-
venience stores and drugstores.

Barks are open from 9 am to 3 pm, Mondays to Fridays with auto-
mated teller machines (ATM) operating 24 hours.

Credit Cards

Intemational credit cards such as Visa, Diners Club, Mastercard and
American Express are accepted in major establishments.

Electricity
220 volts, A.C. 60 gycles. Most hotels have 110 volts outlets.

For more information, please contact :

WOWPHILIPPINES

Banaue Rice Temaces

Fhilippine Whife Sandy Beaches

e .

Fhilippine Diving Heaven

Water

Bottled water is available in many hotels, restaurants, supermarkets
and convenience stores.

Communication Facilities

The country has international and national direct dial phone and fac-
simile service, mokile phone sites, internet and e-mail facilities and
worldwide express delivery services. The postal system is efficient.

Mast national dailies are in English. Foreign publications are sold at
major hotels, malls and bookstores in Metro Manila and key cties. 7
national television stations broadcast mainly in Filipino. Cable and TV
are available in many hotels in Manila and in many parts of the coun-
try.

Convention Facilities

Manila, the pioneer carwention city in Asia, has played host to a num-
ber of prestigious international events. The Philippine International
Convention Centre is equipped with medem convention facilities and
seryices. |t can accommedate 4,000 delegates in its Plenary Hall and
5,700 persans in its Reception Hall. The World Trade Centre near the
PICC can hold huge exhibitions and events. Smaller meetings can be
held in hotels and other establishments. Out-of-town hotels and
resorts are atternative convention sites.

Tour and Special Interest Activities

Tour packages, from day trips to S-day program are special ways of
discovering the Philippines and its wealtsr: o? culture. Spacial interest
actiyities include gol in% game fishing diving, white-water rafting and
other aquasports, trekking, spelunking and safari trips.

Embassy of the Philippines, Department of Tourism, 146 Cromwell Road, London SW7 4EF
Tel : +44 (0) 20 7835 1100 Fax : +44 (0) 20 7835 1926 Email : infotourism@wowphilippines.co.uk Website : www.wowphilippines.co.uk

Philippines Department of Tourism Regional Offices

HATIONAL CAPITAL REGION LADAG BLI
Room 207 DOT Bulding, TM. Kamw Street
Ermits, 1000 Man;

53 77) 0320 €03 1850
2) 832 64551 0638 E-mal: dotaoaggicigisions com
1832 1687

Tourtst Securty Dists

63 2) 524 165024 1728 REGIONAL OFFICE I
TourtstAncary Servces: (53 2) 524 1703524 2354 254 Rzl Sreet, Tuguegama Oy, 3500 Cagayan
Cefular Prane: (E3) 0918 854 8310 Tel: (53 TE) 44 1621
E-malt nerglourism goeph Fa 53 7HIB4E 2435
Celular Fhone: (53 75) 0318 503 228

‘CORDILLERA ADMINEI TRATIVE REGION E-mal: debIzvance.com
DOT Complex. Govemer Fack Road Wisbehe: wwwdolreglonz.com

uio Cty.

TeL1E3 T4 452 TIIAEAS 1127

e (B3 741442 8348

Cafuiar Prare: (3 74) 0918 337 700
E-man gt et

‘Wedste: wwaviskconciien.com

REGIONAL DFFICE I

Celdar Fhore: (53 £5) 0313 427 8359

REGIONAL OFFICE | E-mali: dot{iwoaiizonceal oo
‘Dz Caunky Fossart, Naional Highisy. [ : wwnncwuzoncankalcom
Sarngay 3edla, 3an Femance, 2500 La Unkn

Tei: (3 721858 H1ATIA 5750

Faox: (3 721 885 2088

Cafuiar Prare: (3 72) 0520 351 7333

E-maii dofregion] @eitristnet

FEGIONAL OFRCE I
Fipom 208 DOT Buiding, TH. Kalaw Sheet

E-mak Efrliagiutsm govsh
Wisbiske: wawsbsCuhemiagalog com

REGIONAL OFFCE V
Fegional Cener Sz, Rawis, 4500 Legazpi Cly
Tl (53 £3) 483 0712630 385414 2218
Fax {53 52) 520 5058

Cear Fhne: (53 52) 0317 $55 3450

E-mal ScrSgigbtainknetch

Wisbiske: s woRbICoLCOm

FEGIONAL CFRCE W
Westem Wizayas Regional Tourism Cenler
Caninl Grounds, Sorfach Criee, 5000 i Cfy
e 7 5£11/508 3550

25 0HS
CeliarFhone: {53 33) 0517 722 6551
E-mak deptoursmazsnm.com

\Wisbiske w.CHpORE MORCOM.COMidot
wwam TRy RO Co o

BORACAY FIELD OFFICE
Eaiabag, Boracay Malay, S602 Axan
Tel: (3 26) 5050256

Websle: wiak boracay.com.oh

REGIONAL OFFICE VIl
Ground Fioor, LOM Eulcing
CamerLegaspl and M. uenco Bese

Cefiuiar Prone: (53 32} 0913 341 7427
Eveal cor?@odsretor, copangoasnetoh
Websle: www.CisnetohicosT

REGIOHAL OFFICE VIl
Ground Facr, Frurdaton Pz Buldeg
Leyte Fak Resot Compound
Magsaysay Bousian:

650D Tackban Oty

Tel: (53 53) 121 204321 4333325 3500
Fax: (3531325 5273

Celuiar Prone: (53 53} 618 538 5841
Evmat cowvimnmstret

REGIONAL OFFICE 1
Lariaka Holed Suiding

N.2. Vaitlerosa 2ymet 7000 Zamboengs Oty
Tel- (53 £2) 591 0218552 6242

Faox: (362} 593 0930

Celuar Prone: (53 £2) 0520 508 D877
Emai dorSiisidsine) SorSgishan.com

REGIONAL OFFICE X
Grmgoric Fenez Spaks Canter

Tl (53 85 22) 728 3M4EEE 4143 (Fhiicom)
Feue (E3 88 22723 635

Evmat doriDgyshoa.cm

REGION X1
2nd Fincr, COMEE Suldng, Quszon Awnus
5503 Cabaln Oty

TeL {53 641421 11D

Tewtne (£3 84)471 7882

Celuiar Prone: (53 54} 0517 726 5308
Ema: st Zgnidvbe net

REGION X1
Graetl Fieaky Corpomion Sudng, Pl Crtes
5600 Buan Chy

Tei: (E3 85) 341 B413025 5712

Teiefax: (53 5 E156040

Celular Phone: (53 5) 0317 703 5517
E-mal: dott3ghyshoc.com

REGION XI
Roomn 512, 5/F Landco Building

JP. Laurel Avenug, Bajada

000 Davaa City

Tel: (63 82) 211 5955

Fax: (33 82) 211 0970/21 1949
Gllular Phane: {63 52) 0917 545 5548
E-mail: dotrt1@yahoo.cam

Website: vror.davatourism.com




